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THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA 
| 


TUCSON, ARIZONA _ 8572! 


INSTITUTE OF ATMOSPHERIC PHYSICS 
July 14, 1966 


Major Hector Quintanilla, Jr. 
Project Bluebook 
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 


Dear Major Quintanilla: 


Following our second unsuccessful effort to locate in the 
Bluebook files any record of the B-36 incident at Davis- 
Monthan AFB, I have asked put down, 
in a letter to me, an account o ch details as he can still 
remember with confidence. I enclose, for your insertion into 
the Bluebook files, a copy of Maj. Pestalozzi's letter of 
July 7, 1966. 


Please file with it my present letter of transmittal, since 
I shall put down a few additional pertinent points, 


has told me, in previous conversations, that 
he was an air intelligence officer from about 1950 to 1960, and 
was stationed at Davis-Monthan during 1951-53, Field investiga- 
tion of UFO sightings was one of his routine duties, not only at 
Davis-Monthan but also at other duty stations. The B-36 case, 
which he believes occurred in 1952, was one in which he himself 
happened to be an observer. Although he has now made a number of 
efforts to run down clues to the precise date, the latter still 
remains uncertain, as I indicated to you in my last visit at 
WPAFB on June 30, 


Me recalls filing a rather thick report on this B-36 case, 
the thickest he ever filed on a UFO, It included not only his 
own observations and those of the B-36 crew which he personally 
interrogated, but also that of an airman who was standing beside 
him during most of the time of his own observation. The airman 
(whose name he has forgotten) was coming out of the base hospital 


just Se rye et about to enter (for treatment of an 
injure® knee). <MMMMMM—e.pointed out to me today that approxi- 
mately six or seven other Air Force personnel at scattered loca- 
tions around the base also reported seeing the UFO's from the 
ground. Because their descriptions matched closely those given 
by himself and the ai ran, Sia not (at least as far 
as he now recalls) include n s official report. 

I have queried 2iimpe@ii@lleclosely about the length of time 


during which he had the UFO's under observation. He estimates 
it at something like five minutes. He actually saw the two 
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UFO's overtake the westbound B-36, and he held them under 
observation as the aircraft passed overhead until the 

objects departed. His recollection, asof today, was that 

his line of sight to the B-36 at the time the UFO's moved 

into position was at an angle of elevation of about 

50 degrees (estimated uncertainty about 5-10 degrees) ; 

and the UFO's departed when the line of sight to the air- 

craft was about the same angle above the western horizon. 

The aircraft was almost due east of the base when the 

objects joined it, and it lay due west when they departed. 

Its heading was almost due west during the entire period 

of observation, (In an earlier conversation, 

estimated the total time of observation at perhaps 3 minutes. 
The latter time would be a bit more compatible with an esti- 
mated flight altitude of 20,000 ft and the estimated angles 

Of line of sight, But every one of these estimates is based 

on recollectiong of an event 14 years old, so perhaps all that is 
now warranted is the conclusion that the UFO's paced the B-36 for 
“several minutes." The latter time is compatible with the fact 
that all of the crew, save the pilot, were able to get back to 
the starboard blister to see the UFO before it. left.) 


As he sketched the relative posi tions <q ares: “ 
recalled an important detail. The UFO near the aircraft was at 
a level distinctly lower than the mid-section of the fuselage 
(see sketch). He recalled that the crew described looking some- 
what down upon it, and the blister itself is below mid-section. 
This may explain why there was no marked aerodynamic disturbance 
of the aircraft's flight characteristics, one of the very puzzling 
features of the incident. 


emir enciosed account does not directly state 
it, bu as mentioned to me that the B-36 crew was a bit shaken 
by this experience. He pointed out to me that, after the UFO's 
departed, the B-36 radioed Davis-Monthan control tower and 


demanded permission to land immediately. It was just after they 
landed that Operations called him over to interrogate the crew. 


\ athe amenal related to me a number of other UFO cases 
which he investigated in the early 1950's in the Southwest, I 
regret that our search of the Bluebook files during my June 7-8 
visit did not turn up the one at Sequoia National Park where the 


ranger and his wife were iving in a jeep when overtaken by a 
disc-shaped UFO. said the rush of air bent tree- 
tops, blew the ranger's hat off, and left the ranger with the 


impression that it had even rocked the jeep. This would be a 
good case study. If you ever run across it, I'd like to know of 
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it. Unfortunately, here as in the case of the B-36, dates are 
uncertain, though he'd put it at 1952 or 1953. Other very 
interesting UFO incidents in the Tucson area in the same period 
have been described b but in my two visits 

to your office, I've hadno luck in locating them, so I 

suppose they're not going to show up now. 


If you should ever come upon anything bearing on the B-36 
case, please let me know. It seems to me to be an extremely 
important UFO incident, 

Sincerely, 


“James E. McDonald 
Senior Physicist 
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